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 ST. ALPHONSA SYRO - MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH 

         

PALM SUNDAY 
March 20 
10:45 AM  

 MAUNDY THURSDAY 
March 24 
07:30 PM  

 GOOD FRIDAY 
March 25 
05:00 PM  

 EASTER VIGIL 
March 26 
09:30 PM   

 EASTER SUNDAY 
March 27 
09:00 AM 



 

  

March Events 

MARCH 04 
Friday 

09:30 AM:  Holy Mass  followed by adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament,  
06:45 PM:  Stations of the Cross followed by 
Holy Mass 

MARCH 06 
SunDAY 

09:30 AM:  CCD  
10:45 AM: Holy Mass  followed by Pothuyogam  
(General Body Meeting) 

MARCH 11–13 
Friday-Sunday 

Parish Retreat 

MARCH 18 
Friday 

06:45 PM: 
Stations of the Cross  followed by Holy Mass 

MARCH 19 
Saturday 

06:30 PM:  
Holy Mass , Feast of St. Joseph 
(No morning Mass on this day) 

MARCH 20  
Palm Sunday 

09:30 AM:  CCD   
10:45 AM: Holy Mass  followed by  
Easter Egg Hunt for Children 

MARCH 24 
Thursday 

07:30 PM :  Pesaha Thursday  
(Maundy Thursday) : Pesaha Services 

MARCH 25 
Friday 

05:00 PM: Passion Friday (Good Friday),   
Stations of the  Cross, Passion Reading  and 
Communion  Service 

MARCH 26 
Saturday 

09:30 AM:  Great Saturday  
(blessing of candle and water)  
09:30 PM: Easter Vigil Mass  

MARCH 27 
Sunday 

09:30 AM:  Easter  Day Mass 

“ For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are nothing compared with  
the glory to be revealed for us” Romans 8:18 

 

Dereena was a kind 
and powerful soul 
who carried her cross 
with patience and 
love. She fought a 
strong battle with an 
unwavering faith in 
Christ. In her suffer-
ing, she held on to 
the crucifix and the 
rosary. Now God  
has taken her into his 
loving arms and re-
warded  her with 
eternal happiness. 

DEREENA THOMAS 
APRIL 17, 2001  -  FEBRUARY 19, 2016 

DAILY MASS Schedule 
Sunday 

09:00 AM : Holy Mass in Malayalam 
10:30 AM : CCD 

11:45 AM : Holy Mass in English  

Monday 
6:30 PM  : Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by 

Holy Mass (Malayalam). 

Tuesday 
6:30 PM:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  and followed by  

Holy Mass (English), and  Novena of St. Anthony.  

Wednesday 
6:30 PM:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by  

Holy Mass (Malayalam). 

Thursday 
6:30 PM:   Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by  

Holy Mass (Malayalam) and  Novena of St. Jude.  

Friday 
6:30 PM:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by  

Holy Mass (Malayalam),  
(First Fridays - 9:30 AM: Holy Mass, followed by exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament, Adoration continues until 7:00 PM) .  

Saturday 
9:30 AM:  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by Holy 

Mass (English), and  Novena of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  

“I was your perfect  
Angel from God  
 
You knew I come 
 
Suddenly He called  
me home again 
 
And now God  
holds my hand 
 
I’m waiting here 
in heaven and on the  
day we meet again 
 
I’ll be the first to 
smile and greet you 
when God calls you to 
Him”. 



 

 

My Dear  Brothers, Sisters and  
Children, 
  

 We are in the season of Lent 
and we have made resolutions to 
make changes in our lives to be-
come better human beings by sur-
rendering our lives to God.  We 
have to become men and women of 
giving and forgiving. This is a great 
season to forgive others of their 
transgressions and to experience 
the forgiveness of God. (Mt 6: 14-
15). Our desire to give ourselves to 
God is expressed in our willingness 
to make sacrifices through fasting, 
prayer and almsgiving. 
 In his memoirs, Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Father of the Indian na-
tion, humbly and frankly acknowl-
edges that, when he was fifteen, he 
stole a little piece of gold from his 
brother. A few days later, he felt 
very guilty and decided to come 
clean by confessing to his father. He 
took a sheet of paper, admitted his 
fault, sincerely asking his father’s 
forgiveness and promising never to 
do it again.  Taking that note to the 
bedroom of his father, the young 
Gandhi found him ill in bed. Very 
timidly he handed the note to his 
father without saying a word. His 
father sat up in bed and began read-
ing the note. As he read it, the sen-
ior Gandhi was so deeply moved by 
the honesty, sincerity and courage 
of his son that tears began to 
stream down his eyes. This so 
touched the son that he burst into 
tears as well. Instinctively both fa-
ther and son wrapped their arms 
around each other and wordlessly 
shared their mutual admiration and 

joy. This poignant experience made 
such an impact on Gandhi that 
years later he would say, “Only the 
person who has experienced this 
kind of forgiving love can know what 
it is.” – This precisely is what hap-
pened when the repentant prodigal 
son returned home. Such is God’s 
merciful forgiveness and benevolent 
love for all who resolutely turn over 
a new leaf, especially during this 
Lenten season.  
God’s love for us is constant and 
consistent. However, He will not 
save us without our co-operation.  
That is why He invites us during 
Lent to repent of our sins and to re-
new our lives by producing fruits of 
love, compassion, forgiveness, and 
faithful service. The Psalmist re-
minds us of God’s mercy: "He par-
dons all your iniquities; He heals all 
your ills. He redeems your life from 
destruction; He crowns you with 
kindness and compassion" (Psalm 
103: 3-4). Repentance begins with 
an admission of our sinfulness and 
inadequacy.  We cannot see Jesus 
in all His fullness unless we look at 
Him through the lens of repentance.  
Scripture says repentance results in 
forgiveness, renewal, and redirec-
tion.  Repentance is a statement of 
regret for the inner condition of our 
souls, with a determination to have 
that condition changed.    
 Our merciful Father always 
gives us a second chance.  The 
Prodigal Son, returning to the father, 
was welcomed as a son, not treated 
as a slave.  The repentant Peter 
was made the head of the Church.  
The persecutor Paul was made the 
apostle to the Gentiles.  During 

Lent, we are given another chance 
to repent and return to our Heavenly 
Father’s love.  We are also ex-
pected to give others a second 
chance when they ask our for-
giveness. 
God would like to use each one of 
us as the “gardener” to help Him 
cultivate our families and communi-
ties and enrich them with grace. Let 
us turn to Christ, acknowledge our 
faults and failures and receive from 
Him mercy, forgiveness and the 
promise of eternal life.  There is no 
better way to take these words of 
Jesus to heart than to go to sacra-
mental confession, and there is no 
better time to go to confession than 
during Lent. I encourage all of you 
to attend the Lenten retreat and take 
the opportunity to experience God's 
love and forgiveness. And let us 
make a   resolution to be the first to 
offer an apology or a solution to 
build unity in our homes, at the 
workplace and at the church. 
 
Dear Jesus, help me to seek perfec-
tion in loving you and my neighbors 
constantly. I want to travel the path 
of generous love because it is your 
path, and you are the source of all 
my happiness. 
 
Wish you all Merciful and  
Grace-filled Lent. 
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  Pastor's Message 

Season to Forgive and  

 Experience Forgivenes 

"Be merciful, as your Father is merciful " (Luke 6:36) 

Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam 
MSFS 



 

 

 

EXTRAORDINARY YEAR OF MERCY  

Pope Francis has declared an extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy from December 8, 2015 (Feast of the Immacu-

late Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary) to November 20, 2016 (Feast of Christ the King).  It is a year when the 
Church is asking every child of God to become an image of the infinite mercy of the Father. The year of mercy re-
minds us that all of us depend on God’s mercy, His willingness to forgive us, heal us and strengthen us. We are al-
so called upon to extend to all others, especially to the poor, the sick, the oppressed, the neglected and those who 
live without many of the blessings we take for granted. 
 

What is a jubilee year? 
The practice of  jubilee year has ancient roots in the Jewish tradition and evidence for it can be found in the Old 
Testament (Leviticus 25).  A jubilee year was called every fifty years and it was a time for forgiveness.  It stood as a 
reminder of God's providence and mercy.  The declaration of a Jubilee Year with emphasis on mercy provides the 
community with a time to come back to right relationship with one another and with God.  As the practice of the jubi-
lee year was adopted into the Catholic Church, emphasis on these themes of mercy, forgiveness, and  solidarity  
continued. 
 

Year of Mercy Motto and Logo 
The logo and the motto together provide a fitting summary of what the Jubilee Year is all about. The motto “Merciful 
Like the Father”  (taken from the Gospel of Luke, 6:36) serves as an invitation to follow the merciful example of the 
Father who asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive and to love  without measure. 
 “It is an image that was quite important to the early Church: the Son having taken upon His shoulders the 
lost soul, demonstrating that it is Christ's love that brings to completion the mystery of His incarnation culminating in 
redemption. The logo has been designed to express the profound way the Good Shepherd touches human flesh 
and He does it with unparalleled  love that has the power to change lives.  
 One particular feature worthy of note is that while the Good Shepherd, in his great mercy, takes humanity 
upon himself, his eyes are merged with those of man. Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, and Adam with the eyes 
of Christ. Every person discovers in Christ, the new Adam, one’s own humanity and the future that lies ahead, con-
templating, in his gaze, the love of the Father. 
  The scene is captured within the so called mandorla (the shape of an almond), a figure quite important in 
early and medieval iconography, for it calls to mind the two natures of Christ, divine and human. The three concen-
tric ovals, with colors progressively lighter as we move outward, suggest the movement of Christ who carries       
humanity out of the night of sin 
and death. Conversely, the 
depth of the darker color sug-
gests the impenetrability of the 
love of the Father who forgives 
all. 
 

Year of Mercy official 
website 
The official website for the Ju-
bilee year: www.im.va 
The website uses a number of 
social networks (Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Google Plus 
and Flickr) through which we 
will be able to provide updates 
on the Holy Father’s initiative 
and follow in real time the    
major events as they take 
place. 
 
 

St. Alphonsa Young Adult Retreat 

http://www.im.va


 

 

Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath.   
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago  

Plenary Indulgences in the Year of Mercy 

 
 
Conditions for receiving plenary indulgences in the Year of Mercy 
 

1. Pilgrimage through the Holy Door of Mercy 

2.  

3.  

4.  

5. Pray the Profession of Faith (Creed) 

6.  
 

 

 

 

During this season of Great Fast and Prayer, we are called to renew ourselves through various acts of charity and spiritual 

practice. Among them primary importance is given to the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and Holy Eucharist. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has opened the Jubilee Door at St. Peter's Basilica, Rome and invited all Bishops of the 

Church to do the same in their Cathedrals and other Churches . This is to encourage pilgrimage to these Churches and 

thereby to gain partial and plenary indulgences during this Great Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

 

In this connection I would like to declare a few of our Churches as pilgrim centers for this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Since our 

diocese is far and wide, I would like to promote this pilgrimage by declaring several of our parishes as pilgrim centers. The 

following nine (9) parishes are the pilgrim centers in our diocese to be visited during this Great Jubilee Year of Mercy to 

gain the indulgences : 

 

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro-Malabar Cathedral,Bellwood, IL 

St.Mary's Knanaya Catholic Church, Morton Grove, IL 

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Bronx, NY 

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church,Philadelphia, PA 

St.Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Santa Ana,CA 

St. Mary's Knanaya Forane Catholic Church,Houston, TX 

St.Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church,Dallas, TX 

Sacred Heart Knanaya Forane Catholic Church,Tampa, FL 



 

 

 

   

WE FIX 
      WHAT OTHERS CAN’T 

 

 

Visit: http://bejoytaxservices.com 

Contact 

MICHAEL 

(Sunny) 

770-513-4142, 678-462-9953 (cell) 

 

 

 



 

 
  

IATA/ARC Approved Travel Consolidator  
Serving from Atlanta Since 1985 

 
750 Jimmy Carter Blvd, Suite #202 

Norcross, GA 30092 
Phone: 770-449-7272 

sales@airtravel.us  

24 Hour Travel Helpline: 404-837-1206 

 

  

Mathew J Panackal BHMS 
(From Govt. Homeopathic Medical College, 

 Calicut, Kerala) 

For Consultation : 678-920-8795 

 

 

 

 

 
We will beat any Online / Advertised fares  

on Vacation Packages, Cruises 
Tours, Honeymoons, All Inclusive  

Resorts & Hotels 

www.mypassporttravel.com, 
sales@mypassporttravel.com 

770-595-3462 

 

Cumming, GA 
Lawrenceville, GA 

Visit our website www.ltcpallc.com for FREE 2015 TAX saving 

 information                   …….more than just taxes 

Buying or selling 

Jacob Abraham 
Realtor 

248-943-8777 
770-475-1130 

jacobjmjm@gmail.com 

“Then the Creator of 
all gave me His com-
mand, and my Creator 
choose the spot for my 

tent” Sirach 24:8 



 

 


