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Hearty
Welcome

Mar Joy Alappatt
Auxiliary Bishop
St. Thomas Syro-Malabar
Diocese of Chicago

Welcome Ceremony of
Mar Joy Alappat

“Christ is Risen,
Indeed He is Risen,
Alleluia”

Solemn
Communion
&
Confirmation
May 02, 2015
09:30AM

PRIVATE CIRCULAR ONLY

April Events
April 02

THU

07: 30 PM Pesaha Thursday (Maundy Thursday)

April 03

FRI

05: 00 PM Passion Friday (Good Friday); Live Stations of the Cross by the Youth of St. Alphonsa
Passion Reading and Communion Service

April 04

SAT

09:30 AM

Great Saturday (Blessing of Candle and Water)

09:00 PM

Easter Vigil Qurbana

April 05

SUN 09:30 AM

Easter Day Qurbana

April 12

SUN 09:30 AM
10:45 AM

CCD
Holy Qurbana (Divine Mercy Sunday) Followed by Easter Egg Hunt for Children

April 24

FRI

Holy Qurbana
Fundraising Program at Gwinnett Performing Arts Center

April 26

SUN 09:45 AM

09:30 AM
07:30 PM

Holy Qurbana (Feast of St. George) Followed by CCD Final Test

St. ALPHONSA MASS SCHEDULE
Sundays

9:45 AM - Holy Mass Followed by Novena of St. Alphonsa and CCD I Malayalam Holy Mass: 1st and 3rd Sundays .
Teen Mass : Every 2nd Sunday I Youth Mass (English) : Every 4th Sunday

Mondays

7:00 PM - Holy Mass (Malayalam)

Tuesdays

7:00 PM - Holy Mass (English), Followed by Novena of St. Anthony and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesdays

7:00 PM - Holy Mass (Malayalam).

Thursdays

7:00 PM - Holy Mass (Malayalam), Followed by Novena of St. Jude and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

Fridays

7:00 PM - Holy Mass (Malayalam), (First Fridays - 9:30 AM: Mass, Followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Adoration Continues Until 7:00 PM.)

Saturdays

9:30 AM - Holy Mass (English), Followed by Novena of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Pastor's Message

Fr.Mathew Elayadathamadam
MSFS

Bear Witness to Jesus with
Love and Courage

"This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad” (Psalm 118:24).
My Dear Brothers, Sisters and
Children,
Spring has brought Easter
lilies to life, Easter egg is prepared
with hope, church bells and choirs
sing ‘Alleluia’ in joyful notes. Every Christian is ready to witness to
Jesus with love and courage to the
world in the face of terrorism, consumerism and materialism. Cry out
to the world, “Christ is risen, indeed He is risen!”
There is a story told about
Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin, a Russian communist leader, who took a
journey from Moscow to Kiev in
1930 to address a huge assembly
of Communists. The subject was
atheism. Addressing the crowd,
he attacked Christianity, hurling insults and arguments against it.
When he had finished, he looked
out at the audience. "Are there any
questions?", he demanded. Deafening silence fell on the auditorium,
but then one man slowly approached the platform and mounted the podium. After surveying the
crowd, he shouted the ancient
greeting of the Russian Orthodox
Church: "CHRIST IS RISEN!" The
crowd stood up and shouted in a
thunderous voice: "HE IS RISEN
INDEED!" Amazed and dejected,
Bukharin left the stage in silence. Perhaps he had learned the
lesson that faith in Christ’s resurrection was deeply rooted in his
Russian Orthodox Communist followers.
Our faith is founded on the
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belief in the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead. This faith in Jesus
made the Coptic Catholics in Syria
to stand firm in the face of death
and cry aloud the name of Jesus
and offer their lives to Him while
the terrorists cut their throats. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and
the life; whoever believes in me,
even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die". (Jn. 11:25-26). In
the gospel of Matthew (Mt: 16:21,
17:22-23, 20:18-19) Jesus himself
predicted his suffering, death and
resurrection. Jesus told the people,
"Destroy this temple and in three
days I will raise it up". (Jn. 2:19)
These scriptural passages are the
foundation of our belief in the resurrection of
Jesus and that
should make us live for Him and
witness to Him in the present
world.
St. Paul (1 Cor. 15: 14-20)
explains in detail the importance of
the resurrection of Christ. Some in
Corinth did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, and in this
chapter Paul gives six disastrous
consequences if Christ had not risen from the dead. 1) preaching
Christ would be senseless (v. 14),
2) faith in Christ would be useless
(v. 14), 3) all the witnesses and
preachers of the Gospel would be
liars (v. 15), 4) no one would be redeemed from sin (v. 17), 5) all former believers would have perished
(v.18), and 6) Christians would be
the most pitiable people on the
Earth (v. 19). But Christ indeed has
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risen from the dead and “has become the first-fruits of those who
have fallen asleep” (v. 20) assuring
that we will follow Him in our resurrection.
Through the resurrection of
Jesus darkness of this world is
turned into light, sin and death are
defeated, sin and suffering find
healing and comfort, the world finds
joy, hope, love and forgiveness in
His words. So let us accept the
grace of Christ’s resurrection. Let
us be renewed by God’s mercy and
love. Let us enable the power of his
love to transform our lives and become agents of his mercy, channels through which God can water
the earth, protect all creation and
make justice and peace flourish.
"Let the risen Jesus enter
your life, welcome him as a friend,
with trust: he is life! If up till now
you have kept him at a distance,
step forward. He will receive you
with open arms. If you have been
indifferent, take the risk of surrendering yourself to Jesus: you won’t
be disappointed. If following him
seems difficult, don’t be afraid, trust
him, be confident that he is close to
you, he is with you and he will give
you the peace you are looking for
and the strength to live as he would
have you do".(Pope Francis)
May the Risen Lord embrace you
with His Joy, Peace and Love.
Christ is risen!
Indeed he is risen! Alleluia!
ST. ALPHONSA CATHOLIC CHURCH

Divine
Mercy
Devotion
From the diary of a young Polish nun, a special devotion began spreading throughout the world in the 1930s.
The message is nothing new, but is a reminder of what the
Church has always taught through scripture and tradition:
that God is merciful and forgiving and that we, too, must
show mercy and forgiveness. But in the Divine Mercy devotion, the message takes on a powerful new focus, calling
people to a deeper understanding that God’s love is unlimited and available to everyone — especially the greatest
sinners.
The message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine
Mercy is based on the wr itings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her
spiritual director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God’s mercy. Even
before her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to spread.
The message of mercy is that God loves us — all of
us — no matter how great our sins. He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will
call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow
through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.
It is a message we can call to mind simply by remembering
ABC.
A — Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in
prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to
pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world.
B — Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and
let it flow through us to others. He wants us to extend love
and forgiveness to others just as He does to us.
C — Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that
the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust. The
more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.
The Divine Mercy Devotion
Devotion to The Divine Mercy involves a total

commitment to God as Mercy. It is a decision to trust completely in Him, to accept His mercy with thanksgiving, and
to be merciful as He is merciful.
The devotional practices proposed in the diary of
Saint Faustina and set forth in this website are completely
in accordance with the teachings of the Church and are
firmly rooted in the Gospel message of our Merciful Savior. Properly understood and implemented, they will help
us grow as genuine followers of Christ.
Merciful Heart
There are two scriptural verses that we should keep
in mind as we involve ourselves in these devotional practices:
1. "This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts
are far from me" (Is 29:13);
2. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy" (Mt 5:7).
It's an ironic and somewhat frightening fact that many of
the most religious people of Christ's time (people who
were actively practicing their religion and eagerly awaiting
the promised Messiah) were not able to recognize Him
when He came.
The Pharisees, to whom Christ was speaking in the first
quotation above, were very devoted to the prayers, rules,
and rituals of their religion; but over the years, these outer
observances had become so important in themselves that
their real meaning had been lost. The Pharisees performed
all the prescribed sacrifices, said all the right prayers, fasted regularly, and talked a lot of about God, but none of it
had touched their hearts. As a result, they had no relationship with God, they were not living the way He wanted
them to live, and they were not prepared for the coming of
Jesus.

When we look at the image of the Merciful Savior, or
Communion on the first Sunday after Easter. We also
pause for prayer at three o'clock, or pray the Chaplet —
have to show mercy to our neighbors. Putting mercy into
are these things drawing us
action is not an option of the
closer to the real sacramental
Divine Mercy Devotion; it's a
life of the Church and allowing
requirement.
Jesus to transform our hearts?
Our Lord strongly
Or have they just become relispeaks about this to Saint
gious habits? In our daily lives
Faustina: I demand from you
are we growing more and more
deeds of mercy which are to
as people of mercy? Or are we
arise out of love for me. You
just giving "lip service" to
are to show mercy to your
God's mercy?
neighbors always and everyLiving the Message of Mercy
where. You must not shrink
The devotional practices
from this or try to excuse yourrevealed through Saint Faustina
self from it (Diary, 742). Like
were given to us as "vessels of
the gospel command, "Be mermercy" through which God's
ciful, just as your Father is
love can be poured out upon the
merciful," this demand that we
world, but they are not suffishow mercy to our neighbors
cient unto themselves. It's not
"always and everywhere"
Saint Faustina Kowalska
enough for us to hang The Diseems impossible to fulfill. But
vine Mercy image in our homes, pray the
the Lord assures us that it is possible.
Chaplet every day at three o'clock, and receive Holy
"When a soul approaches Me with trust," He explains, "I
fill it with such an abundance of graces that it cannot
contain them within itself, but radiates them to other
souls" (Diary, 1074).
How do we "radiate" God's mercy to others? By
our actions, our words, and our prayers. "In these three
degrees," he tells Sister Faustina, "is contained the fullness of mercy" (Diary 742). We have all been called to
this threefold practice of mercy, but we are not all called
in the same way. We need to ask the Lord, who understands our individual personalities and situation, to help
us recognize the various ways we can each show His
mercy in our daily lives.
By asking for the Lord's mercy, trusting in His
mercy, and sincerely trying to live His mercy in our lives,
we can assure that we will never hear Him say of us,
"Their hearts are far from Me," but rather that wonderful
promise, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy."
It is our hope that you will continue to read and
reread the information on this article and make the prayers, attitudes, and practices presented a real part of your
life, so that you may come to trust completely in God and
live each day immersed in His merciful love — thus fulfilling the Lord's command to let your life "shine before
people, so that they will see the good things you do and
praise your Father in Heaven" (Mt 5:16).
Diary, Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, Divine Mercy in My Soul (c) 1987
Congregation of Marians of the Immaculate Conception, Stockbridge, MA
01263. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Courtesy EWTN

Saint John Paul II at the shrine of Divine Mercy in Krakow on
June 7, 1997, in front of the tomb of Saint Faustina and the
image of the Merciful Jesus
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