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Prayer for the New Church
Gracious and ever loving God, /
we, the parish family of St. Alphonsa,/ thank you for all
the blessings and graces that you have showered upon
us. We humbly ask you/ for your continued blessings on
our parish. Send us your Holy Spirit to dwell within our
community/ to guide us in our efforts. Grant us the
wisdom to discern your plan/ and fortitude to follow it
through, / in the construction of a new church. “Unless the
Lord build the house, / they labor in vain who build
it.” (Ps. 127:1) Make our hearts be consumed with zeal
for this house of the Lord.
Bless our pastor, / the building committee members, / and
all our families involved in this project, / to work with love
and integrity. Give us adequate funding, competent
professionals and skilled laborers/ for the successful
construction of our new church.
Help us and our benefactors to make sacrifices/ for the
sake of this sacred house of worship.
Keep us always under the shelter of Your protection/ and
bring to perfection the good work You have begun
through us. We earnestly offer this prayer through the
most Sacred Heart of Jesus/ and the powerful
intercession of Mary, the Mother of God, /
St. Joseph, the builder, / and our patron, St. Alphonsa. /
Amen.
One Our Father…….
Three Hail Mary……
One Glory be……….
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Renewed in Spirit to
Work for the Lord...
Pastor’s Message

Dear Brothers, Sisters and Children,
I thank God together with the parish community
for the immense blessings He has showered upon St.
Alphonsa Parish. I also thank each and every one of
the members of this parish for the amazing love, support, and generous contribution of your time, talent,
and labor for the growth of the community. I place on
record the hard work and commitment of the outgoing
parish trustees and council members, especially, Mr.
Thomas Sebastain Puthiaparambil, who has been very
faithful in handling the financial matters with diligence
for many years and Mr. George Varghese Elamplakattu, a silent and unassuming person, helping with
social and food committees. George has been always
available to do any job for the church like cleaning up
the surroundings, gardening, and serving food. Thanks
also to the excellent CCD team and teachers, our children, the active youth group, different sub-committee
members and volunteers for their dedication to and
love for the church. I wish you all a happy and prosperous New Year.
With the glow of Christmas still burning brightly,
it's a good time to contemplate the New Year in light of
the gift of Christ. A new year gives us the feeling of a
fresh start, a new beginning, and it brings us new opportunities. It is a time when people feel that they can
put off the old and put on the new. "Whoever is in
Parish Messenger January 2015

Christ is a new creation: the old things
have passed away;
behold, new things
have come." (2Cor.
5:17) “I am about to
create a new heaven and a new earth;
the things of the
past shall not be remembered or come
to mind. Instead,
there shall always
be rejoicing and
happiness in what I
create.” (Is. 65:1718) These words remind us to let the things of the past
go such as our anger, bitterness, pain, suffering and
seemingly unforgivable events and be renewed in
Christ. “I will give you a new heart and place a new
spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony
hearts, and giving you natural hearts.” (Ez. 36:26). A
renewed person has new principles, new rules, and
new ends and has new company. The heart of the renewed person is not merely set right, but a new heart
is given him. “Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev
21:5) When we are renewed in the spirit, we are able
5
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to see the face of God shining in our family members and neighbors. We are energized to work for
the larger family, the Church. There are many people who have made great sacrifices for the growth
of this church and community. Now with renewed
spirit we need to continue to make a lot more sacrifices to build a new house for the Lord.
Let us, as a parish family, make three New Year
resolutions focused on the Lord and his Church
along with our personal resolutions.
1. Place yourself at the feet of the Lord each
morning
Find time to be with the Lord each day,
whether it be for an hour or ten minutes. Have a
conversation with the Lord. Give your joys and worries to Him as well. Allow God's love to transform
them. Our meetings with the Lord will keep our eyes
and ears open to His presence in our midst.
2. Make a difference in your parish community
Believe it or not, our parish community can
use your talents. Offering your talents to our faith
community is one of the most effective ways to feel

valued and connected to others.
3. Give more
Good stewards realize that everything they
have is entrusted to them as gifts to be shared.
There is no better place to begin sharing than with
the community that gathers around the Lord's Table
at Mass. Consider what you are giving to your parish and local diocese and commit to an even greater contribution as circumstances allow.
Let us say this prayer of blessing everyday for each
other in the new year, "The Lord bless you and
keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon
you: the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and
give you peace” (Num 6:24-26).
May God bless us and make his face to shine upon
us. Wishing you all a happy and prosperous New
Year.
Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam, MSFS

FR. MATHEW AND TRUSTEES
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St. Alphonsa Catholic Church Parish Council
Vicar: Fr. Mathew Varkey Elayadathamadam, MSFS
Phone:847.217.8613 Email: stalphonsa2012@gmail.com
Kaikkarans (Trustees)
Thomas (Sabu) Thomas Vadayil
Phone: 770.843.4516
Email: tristarautomotive@gmail.com
Joint Secretary
Shaini Moojeli
Phone: 678.206.7250
Email: smoonjeli@gmail.com
Diocesan Pastoral Council Members
Abraham Augusty
Ajit Jose Ozhukayil
Phone: 770.624.7793
Phone: 404.787.2523
Email: anitas1995@msn.com
Email: ajitjose@me.com
Accountants

Jimmy Isaac Edappadikarottu
Phone: 678.451.3040
Email: jimmichenisaac@gmail.com
Parish Council Secretary
Prince Joseph
Phone: 678.425.5062
Email: princej88@gmail.com

Siby Joseph Karipparambil
Phone: 770.367.1049
Email: joekjoseph@aol.com

Thomas Job

Shani Vezhakadu

Auditor
Thomas George Kizhakethalackal
Members
First Name

Last Name

Jacob
Joseph
Abraham
Jerish
Jophy
Jimmy
Johny
Gregory
Ajit
Michael (Sabu)
Boby
Prince
Xavier (Sabu)
Siby
Sany

Abraham
Anickat
Augusthy
Augustine
Augustine
Isaac
Jacob
Job
Jose
Joseph
Joseph
Joseph
Joseph
Joseph
Kalapurakal

Family Name

Last Name
First Name
Sajeeve
Kalarickal
Arun
Kanjira
Jose
Kannukkaden
Mariete (Molly) Koottappillil
Binny
Mathew
Charlotte
Mathew
Jancy
Mathew
Shaini
Moonjeli
Regimon
Nagaroor
Francis
Nangiyalil
Linda
Tharakan
Thomas (Sabu) Thomas
Marykutty
Vezhakadu

Mundupalackal
Mannacherry
Edappadikarottu
Vadakel
Ozhukayil
Karippaparambil
Poovakottu
Kurisummoottil
Vathappallil
Karippaparambil

Family Name
Kalarickal

Srampickal
Thottumarickal
Srampickal

Vadayil
Vezhakadu

PARISH COUNCIL
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St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Catholic Church
Sub-Committees

Liturgy
Committee

Welcome
Committee

Social and
Food Committee

Maintenance
Committee

Ancy Varkey

Ajit Jose

Abraham George

Abraham
Karippaparampil

Angel Thomas

Anju Sebastian

Ajit Jose

Annie Varghese

Anju Sebastian

Annie Varghese

Anniamma Mathew

Benny Thomas

Ashley Thomas

Beena Jojo

Ashley Thomas

George Varghese

Baby Palathinkal

Bindhu John

Binny Mathew

Jaison John

Beena Boby

Binny Mathew

Binoy Joseph

Jojo Varghese

Beena Wilson

Giji Skaria

Boby Joseph

Jojy Thomas

Benedicta Fernandez

Jancy Srampickal

George Varghese

Joseph Augustine

Cicily Kanjira

Jessy Thomas

Jason Joseph

Mathew Varghese

Giji Skaria

Lucy Thomas

John Bosco

Pius Veliyannoor

Joby Kuriakose

Mathew Panackal

John Koikara

Shaji Mathew

Mathew Panackal

Pauline Jose

John Mathai

Shani Vezhakadu

Raju Thomas

Reena Thomas

Jojo Varghese

Shine Thomas

Shaji Mathew

Shaji Mathew

Jose Makkanal

Siju Philip

Sheila K Joseph

Shani Vezhakadu

Michael Joseph

Sojan Thomas

Thresiamma Kompanal

Tessy Koikara

Raju Thomas

Tony John

Tracy Knjirathunkal

Tracy Knjirathunkal

Shani Vezhakadu
Sojan Varghese

Cultural Committee
Ashley Thomas
Linu Joseph
Sherin Michael

FOR
ALL YOUR
Repair
NEEDS

Anju Sebastian
Binny Mathew

Jerish Augustine
Pius Veliyannor

TRI-STAR AUTO CARE
Complete Automotive Service & Repair

TRI-STAR

Thomas (Sabu)
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Year of Family &
Consecrated life
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ing the observance of Family Year in our diocese. The theme for this family meet is: "Love
is our Mission: the Family Fully Alive". Together with the universal Church, let us try our
best to make our families fully alive in love.
May the Baby Jesus who became the center
of family through his Incarnation shower His
abundant graces on our families.

Bishops' special Synod, held in Rome
from October 5-19, 2 014 was discussing "the
Pastoral Challenges to the Family in the Context of Evangelization". I n the presence of various challenges to family, it is the fundamental
duty of the Church to provide better pastoral
care to our families. It is the responsibility of
the parish community to cater the various
pastoral needs of the family life. In view of
giving better co-ordinat ion and animation to
the various programs for the psycho-social
and spiritual empowerment of the families at
the parish and mission levels a Diocesan Family Apostolate is established.

The consecrated life is a gift to the
Church . It is at the heart of the Church, a decisive element of her mission. Let us thank God
for the wonderful blessings, received through
the life of consecrated persons and pray for
more vocations to consecrated life. In a special
way let us raise our hearts to Almighty God in
gratitude for raising two consecrated persons
from our Syro-Malabar Church, St. Chavara
Kuriakose and St. Euphrasia, to the zenith of
holiness. Let us translate their life in the imitation of Christ in our day to day life.

I

Wish you all a Merry Christmas
and Blessed New Year. May the grace of
Baby Jesus be with you always
It is also a matter of great joy that
'Eighth World M eeting of Families' takes place
in Philadelphia (September 22-27, 2015) durParish Messenger January 2015
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Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar
Catholic Diocese of Chicago
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St. St.
Alphonsa
Alphonsa Parish
Ephesians 3:20 tells us that Jesus is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. Under
the spiritual guidance of Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam, we've seen that in our church in 2014.
St. Alphonsa Parish welcomed the New Year with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Holy
Mass. The youth of the parish led us in the New Year
celebrations. During the year many spiritual and social events were held that helped us come closer to
God and share His love with our parishioners. This
brief report is not enough to describe all of those exciting events. We can only highlight some of the major
events that made our parish stronger this past year.
As months went by we welcomed numerous new families to our community. In the year 2014, Holy Mass
was celebrated every evening along with Novenas of
various saints. Two retreats were conducted in the
year 2014, one by Bishop Mar George Njaralangatt
and the other by Fr. Joshi Kochukudiattil Devasia,
VC. These retreats provided opportunities to refresh
and revitalize our spiritual life, spend time in prayer
and contemplation, and rekindle and deepen our relationship with God. These spiritual retreats were attended by many faithful not only from St. Alphonsa
Parish but also from our neighboring states, Tennessee, South Carolina, North Carolina and Alabama. Retreats for teens and youths were also conducted.
Many participants experienced the immense power of
God and the parish as a whole felt a deepening of
their faith. St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Catholic Parish
in Atlanta, Georgia, was raised to the status

of Forane Church and a formal announcement was
made on May 11 by Mar Jacob Angadiath, the Bishop
of St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Diocese of Chicago. Marian Ministry was also inaugurated on that
day. This parish was blessed by the visit of Rev. Fr.
Abraham Vettuvelil MSFS, Superior General of the
Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales and Fr. Kurian
Karickal MSFS (Karichen), former vicar of St. Alphonsa Catholic Church, in March 2014.
A very vigorous and lively CCD program with
190 students and nearly 33 committed teachers is the
life of the parish. Classes are held every Sunday for
Kindergarten through high school. Our community is
richly blessed with many young children. Mathew
Achan and the
CCD team work
hard to provide
a spiritually inspiring atmosphere for children to grow in
faith and recognize the grace of
God.
Parents
are also energetically
involved in imparting the faith
to their children.
Thomas Job

INSTALLATION OF ST. ALPHONSA TO A FORANE CHURCH
Parish Messenger January 2015
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We celebrated several major and minor feasts of saints,
conducted spiritual and educational programs for various
age groups. The feasts of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Thomas the Apostle, and St. Alphonsa, the
patroness of the parish, were celebrated with solemnity
and festivities. The novena of St. Alphonsa was held for 9
consecutive days in preparation for the feast. To receive
the blessings from God through the special intercession
of St. Alphonsa, many participated in the Holy Mass and
the novena. Fr. Mathew assigned the youth a major role
in all the spiritual and social activities of the parish. Youth
involvement in the parish was noticeably evident in all the
activities of the parish. The passion play was performed
by our youth team with inspiring drama on Good Friday.
They also presented a musical concert after St. Alphonsa’s feast besides organizing the Christmas Nativity
Scene to make the celebration eventful. These youth activities are a testimony to their vibrant participation in the
parish life.
In an effort to provide a chance to the parishioners
to come together in comfortable surroundings to interact,
the parish organized various social events such as Parish
picnic, Onam celebration, and Christmas Celebration.
These events provided an opportunity to conduct cultural
programs like dance and music performances, sports and
games such as racing, shot put, tug –of- war, cricket, soccer, basketball, volleyball, badminton, and chess. These
social activities continue to promote social interaction and
build community spirit among the families. A few new
prayer groups with additional families were formed in
2014.
On January 5th, 2014 we officially inaugurated the
Adopt a Road Program with the Gwinnett County District
3 Commissioner Tommy Hunter presiding. Through faith,
hard work and determination, our parish continues to expand. In order to increase opportunities for religious education, fellowship and the growth of our community, our
parish decided to build a new building. Two general body
meetings were held in January and August respectively to
gather ideas and suggestions from parishioners. Yearly
financials were also presented in the general body meeting. It also discussed the current financial status of our
parish. A new building committee was appointed by the
Parish Council to study the possibilities of the proposed
building. As a first step towards this, the Parish Council
arranged a building fund kick off after the Easter Vigil
Mass, and each and every member of the family who attended the mass contributed towards this fund. This
event was a grand success as we collected approximately $62,000. A new account was opened for this purpose.

The Parish Council held 11 meetings with 90% attendance in 2014. Under the spiritual guidance of Mathew
Achan, with the assistance of the Trustees, dedicated
Parish Council members, various sub committees and
many volunteers, our parish community has grown astonishingly in the year 2014. Blessings from our Patroness,
St. Alphonsa, enabled us to become a united community
of faith and worship. In short, we are presented with the
responsibility of matching the past sacrifice and achievement of our parents and grandparents. Let us follow in
their footsteps and provide for our community, as they did
before us. As one family we worship, learn, serve and
thus grow in faith, hope and love to go out into the
wide world and be a beacon of hope for all our brothers
and sisters.
God Bless,
Thomas Job
Secretary, Parish Council, St. Alphonsa Forane Catholic
Church
Loganville, GA -30052

2530 Wevok Way, Grayson, GA 30017

Phone: (678)-905-1040 l Fax: (678)-430-8566
http://bejoytaxservices.com
Your 1040 Tax Partner
Bobby Kunnathu, EA
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St. Alphonsa
CCD Shoe Box Project

Dear Rev. Fr. Mathew Elayadathumadam MSFS and the Parishioners of St. Alphonsa
Catholic Church, Loganville, Atlanta, USA,
Greetings from Fr. Joseph Kunjaparambil MSFS and the hostel children of Don Bosco
School, Keetmanshoop, Namibia! We would like to thank you immensely for the support
you rendered to our Hostel children during the year 2013-2014.
We acknowledge with gratitude that through your generosity we have been able to procure
school uniforms, school shoes, school jerseys for 14 children from Grade 2 to Grade 7.
We have identified a few more children whom we can help in the future with the financial
support received from St. Alphonsa Catholic Church, Loganville. I have attached their
photographs and details on the next page.
We thank you for the money sent to us in the month of November 2014 (an amount of US $
1300) which will eventually be utilized for procuring the necessary school uniforms for the
children.
We would like to express our deepest sentiments of gratitude to the catechism students of St. Alphonsa Catholic Church, Loganville, as well as their parents, teachers and
parish priest who have been motivating them to extend a helping hand to those in
need. From the bottom of our heart we would like to say THANK YOU! We look forward
to joining hands together in the future for this noble cause.

We invoke God’s abundant blessings upon you all.
(sd)

Dated: 12 December 2014

Fr. Joseph KUNJAPARAMBIL MSFS
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish (OLPH)
P.O. Box 56, Keetmanshoop, Namibia

Parish Messenger January 2015
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CCD 2014 at ST.ALPHONSA
“FATHER,... this is eternal life, that they may know
you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent.” (John 17:3)
St. Alphonsa Parish is proud to say that we had another great year
of faith formation for our children. As always, the future generation gets
rooted in the strong foundation of faith with a vibrant and colorful School
of Religious Education. As the school of catechism opens every year,
parents, teachers and the children become equally active in the parish
life. The children become more active in participating in Holy Qurbana
and in the reception of the sacraments, particularly, confession on first
Francis Nangiyalil, DRE
Fridays. The triangular cooperation approach among the students, parents and the teachers makes the program unique and energizing for the entire parish. The program consists of 195 children, 30 teachers, 7 volunteers, and 22 room parents. They are further formed into 35
teen choir members, 31children's choir members, 53 altar servers, 42 lectors and 20 ushers.
The program’s success owes a great deal to the spiritual guidance of our Vicar, Rev. Fr. Mathew
Elayadathamadam MSFS and the whole hearted support of our dedicated parents and the hard work of
the energetic and selfless teachers. During this school year, we have completely switched over to the Syro-malabar textbooks and syllabus as per the directive from our diocese. We conduct 3 tests during the
year and an average score of 70% is required to pass. We also have conducted a number of Safe Environment sessions under the guidance of our trainer Anil Agustine. The children’s and the Teen choir at
St. Alphonsa has been phenomenal in their participation in Holy Qurbana and first Friday adoration. Besides the classroom sessions, we had a number of extracurricular activities. This provided the children
and the parents enhanced opportunities to nurture and strengthen their faith.

Parish Messenger January 2015
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St .Alphonsa CCD 2014
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St. Alphonsa

2014
This year has been filled with many events
such as retreats, the Passion Play, and several
festivities which gave the youth many opportunities to grow in faith and brotherhood in Jesus
Christ. The year began with our youth attending
the Seheon Retreat. This retreat changed many
hearts as they experienced a spiritual connection
with God and felt the power of God’s love. At first,
the youth did not want to attend this retreat because they thought it was going to be boring. But
when they returned, they wanted to go back. This
retreat was very successful and helped strengthen
the youth's relationship with God. In February,
they had their first Lock-In where the youth slept
over at Achan's house and played games. This
event helped develop a strong bond among the
youth.
On Good Friday in April, they did a Passion
Play where the youth played various roles. Second year in a row, Tommy George played the part
of Jesus admirably and the other actors did well in
their supporting roles. This poignant play touched
many parishioners as they watched and reflected
on the sufferings that Jesus went through as He
died for our sins to save us from the eternal flame.
Special thanks
to Deepa
George who directed the play.
In June, our
youth headed
up to North Carolina and went
white-water rafting. There they
spent time in
cabins and
bonded further
with one another
over a warm
Arun Kanjira, Youth Coordinator fire. Thank you,
all
Parish Messenger January 2015
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the chaperons, who
came on the trip.
We appreciate the
time that you spent
with us making sure
we were all safe. In
July, many of the
youth volunteered
at the VBS. They
got to connect with
the elementary and
middle school students through
games, prayer, and of course, the epic water balloon fight. Even the parents enjoyed throwing water balloons at each other. As they headed into the
new school year, they had a Back to School BBQ
enabling them to hang out with one another and
enjoy delicious burgers. On that occasion Sharon
Mathew gave an inspiring talk about her mission
trip to Haiti. Thank you, Sharon, for sharing
your experiences in Haiti.
In September, they participated in the Shalom Retreat hosted by the SPF at the Mountain View High School. There were great speakers
and many priests who spoke and interacted with
the youth to help them grow in faith and get closer
to God. In November, they had their annual Turkey Bowl and a retreat for the youth led by Father
John Kanichary. At our Turkey Bowl, we had a
great turnout and many of the youth participated in
mini games. At the end of the day we enjoyed all
the tasty food brought by different people. Special
thanks to Elvin Chirckal for making the turkey. At
the retreat, the youth attentively listened to
Achan's talk about the importance of Jesus' unconditional love for us with corroborating anecdotes. Overall, the year 2014 was a great year for
the youth. They are all excited to see what 2015
has in store for them.
Christine Makkanal
St. Alphonsa Syro-Malabar Forane Catholic Church

St. Alphonsa Youths

Parish Messenger January 2015
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Benefits
of Religious Education
Annie Abraham
Grade IV

Religious education teaches us about Jesus, his
life, and his teachings. This helps us to learn God’s will
and live it. If people live according to God’s will, the world
will be a better place. Religious education teaches us
about the Word of God. This shows us how to live as God
taught us.
Religious education teaches us about the sacraments and helps us prepare for them. This helps participate fully in the sacraments. Sacraments bring us close to God.
Religious
education
teaches us how to base our
lives on Jesus’ life. He made a
sacrifice for us on the cross.
We should make sacrifices for
Him and others. We should
learn to love the world as Jesus
did. Religious education helps
us learn and live our faith. It will
help us live together as God’s
Community.

The Influence of Pope Francis
in the Church and the World

When I came home from school on March 13, 2013 my mom told
me that we have a new Pope. I watched TV with my family to learn
about the Pope. Looking at him I felt that Francis Papa is like a grandAnita
pa.
Grade V
Pope Francis sets a great example for all the Catholics on how
to become more holy and faithful. He speaks about the Gospel and puts
his words into action. The Pope’s uncommon acts of love like hugging
disfigured people, welcoming people who do not practice the Church’s
teachings, his public confession, washing the feet of the jail inmates and
non-Christians touched the common man around the world.
Recently I saw a video of Pope Francis hugging a little boy who
shared a stage with him. The Pope gave full attention to the boy when
he was speaking to the public. He uses the latest technology like Twitter to spread the Gospel. These actions increased his influence among
the youth around the world.
Each day the Pope creates news by his actions for the poor, the
sick, and the suffering. Hem shows us how to be generous, how to love
others by words and deeds.
The Pope also shows us how to act like leading Christians. Pope
Francis always acted immediately and
effectively on affairs affecting the sick,
the suffering and the poor around the
world. The Pope always calls upon the
leaders of the world to stop fighting and
terror attacks. He prayed with the world
leaders to stop fighting and showed us
that prayer is very powerful to get rid of
evil from this world.
The Pope is on top of all the
things affecting the Church and the
world. He leads the Church holding on to
the Catholic teachings. The Pope’s humility and love for mankind has influenced the Church and the world.
Parish Messenger January 2015
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Challenges and Responsibilities of
Living My Faith in Public
Maria Mathew,
Grade IX

In this day and age, the world is filled with immorality, dishonesty and sin. We as
Catholics, are called upon by Jesus to live in peace and love with one another. Our faith
was given to us not as a personal gift that we must always keep to ourselves, but as
good news we must share with the world. There are many challenges to living our lives
this way and we must pray faithfully for the strength to overcome them.
We seem to believe that it is completely acceptable to go about our lives being Christian in private, but
no necessarily so being Christian in public. This refers to going to church every Sunday, attending mass and
adoration like a saint. But the moment we drive out of the parking lot we go back to living our lives just as ordinary people of the world. Our culture tells us that we can believe whatever we want to believe as long as you
keep it to yourselves. But we Christians are called to stand out, to be different, and let the rest of the world
know that Jesus is our Lord and Savior, to spread the good news. We must show in our actions, behavior, and
speech that we are followers of Christ.
Then comes the question: but what will people think of me? Indeed you will encounter people who refuse to believe, people who loathe your love of Jesus. Living a life that follows in Jesus’ footsteps will not be
simple but gull of hardships and difficulties. What makes us different is that through even the toughest trials,
the world will see us rejoicing and thanking the lord with smiles on our faces.
Being a Christian, for us, is completely safe and acceptable. There are people getting persecuted and
killed for even mentioning the name of Jesus. We, on the other hand, have the privilege of living our faith in utter safety and comfort. Yet we are scared to let people know that belong to the one and only true God.
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Throughout my life, several stories of
saints’ experiences and struggles have influenced how seriously I took my faith and how I
acted towards others. For example, St. Augustine, my patron saint, was corrupt. He had difficulty making the correct decisions, fell to peer
pressure, did drugs, and generally made himself
a disgrace, the opposite of what you would find in
a saint. However, his mother, St Monica, prayed
for him every day, hoping against hope, that he
would see the light through the darkness and repent. Eventually, God seeing Monica’s undying
persistence showed Augustine this light and St.
Augustine caught it and held on to it and made a
good confession, his first in a long time. Devoting
his life to God, he made sure to never again fall
into the deep pit he had climbed out of. After hearing his story, I too repented
and made a good confession, followed the right path and took my faith more
seriously, the best way I could. I still had one problem though, of putting others before myself.
St. Maximillian Kolbe changed this issue. He was a Christian Friar
during World War II and the Holocaust in Poland. He sheltered over 300
Jews from the Nazis before he was discovered and moved to a concentration camp. His story did not stop there. He saw a crying Jew who had a family and was about to be executed. As his last act of kindness, Maximillian
Koklbe took his place. Though I don’t ever think I could die for someone, I
did change my attitude to others. I became kinder and let others have privileges over me, shared things with others and generally became a more devoted and giving Christian. Overall, though I could still improve, I still firmly
believe that saints have influenced my life on a large scale.

Influence
of Saints
on My
The
Influence
of
Pope
Francis
in
Personal
the Church and the World
Life
Gary Thomas
Grade VII

Is the Holy Mass really the highest form of worship? There is no question about that. The Holy Mass
is the sacrifice of the body and blood of Jesus Christ
offered on our altars under the appearance of bread
and wine in commemoration of the sacrifice on the
cross. This holy ritual was enacted by Jesus in the
Last Supper as Luke (22:19) says. “Then he took the
bread, said the blessing, broke it and gave it to them
saying, ‘This is my body which will be given up for you;
do this in memory of me.’” “And likewise the cup after
they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant
in my blood which will be shed for you,” (Luke 22:20)
In which other prayer is Jesus truly present in front of
Albert Palathinkal
us? This is one of the biggest reasons why the Holy
Mass is the highest form of worship. During consecra- Grade X
tion of bread and wine, the bread and wine are turned
into Jesus’ truly living body and blood. Not only he is truly present in front of
us during the Holy Mass but we also get to receive him into our hearts and.
We become a tabernacle or vessel of the Lord. He truly resides within us,
body, blood, soul, and divinity. St. John Vianney once stated, “There is nothing as great as the Eucharist. If God had something more precious, He
would have given it to us.” I myself attend Holy Mass very often and whenever I present my needs and prays in front of the Lord during Holy Mass, depending on my faith and sins, they get answered. I can truly feel the presence and blessings during the Holy Mass and can truly agree that Holy Mass
is the highest form of worship.
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My Religious and Moral
Responsibilities in the Use of
Social Media Michelle Koottappilli
Grade VIII

There are several social media. These are used as easy ways to communicate and share information online. The positive and negative effects of these media depend on the morality of the users and
how they use them; for example, when a doctor dispenses drugs to save lives, a drug dealer uses his
drugs to destroy people’s lives. While using the media, we should protect our own privacy, respect other’s
privacy, and maintain moral values and religious faith.
We must be noble to one another by saying only kind and compassionate words to each other,
meaning, we should not criticize or mock or mentally hurt others. Treat others the same way you want
them to treat you. (Luke 6:31) Through the media we can show the rest of the world who Jesus is, what
Christianity is and who we are. I believe that Twitter and Facebook are perfect media for this. Jesus calls
us to live in the world, in the culture we are born into to make a difference for the cause of Christ.
(Matthew 5:13-16)
So you may be wondering how can I use Facebook and Twitter for the Glory of
I would suggest that you talk positively other people, especially, the Church. It is always cheering to see a
young adult post Scriptures and even explain a little bit as to why they enjoy that scripture so much. It is a
great way to post/share articles that cover a wide collection of issues and topics relating to one’s spiritual
well-being.
I believe that there are many other ways to glorify God through the media and become a great inspiration for others. In this electronic world we have so many opportunities to create religious humanity and a
healthy world. But it depends on how we use these possibilities.
We should do a self assessment of how we are using the social media.
Are the media driving my life?
Am I helping or hurting others through the media?
Am I maintaining my moral values and religious faith?
Am I using the media to reveal my Jesus to the world?
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Mother Mary – a Model of
Obedience and Humility
Steven Vachaparampil
Grade VI

It is no doubt that Mother Mary is one of the greatest saints
to ever live on Earth. Although she had to go through many sufferings in her life such as watching her son being crucified, she had
an enormous amount of faith in God. Mary is a model of obedience and humility. Catholics across the world venerate her because she is the mother of God.
Mother Mary is an example of obedience. When Angel Gabriel came to, her and asked her to bear a child named Jesus, she
answered with extreme faith and said, “Here I am, the handmaid
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38)
She did not question the will of God. Unlike Zachariah, she had no
doubts. She trusted the Lord completely and submitted herself to
His will. Imagine an unmarried girl getting pregnant in those days!
But Mary did not hesitate. Her faith let her abandon herself to the will of God.
A second time an angel appeared to Joseph asking him to move to Egypt. Again, Mary did
not hesitate, but left with Joseph and baby Jesus to Egypt. The family was trying to escape King
Herod’s diabolic plan. From this we can tell that Mary was very obedient to God and did everything He asked of her.
We hear about many apparitions of Mary. She always asks the world to listen to her son.
She never asks us to worship or adore her. Even though she is the mother of God, she is the
personification of humility.
We need to pray to our Mother to help us understand the will of God and give ourselves to
Him with unconditional faith. She has shown us that God will do many great things to those who
obey His will.
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Active Participation in
Holy Qurbana is Life Changing
Joseph Tharakan
Grade X1

What does ‘active’ participation in Holy Qurbana mean? Anyone can participate in Holy Qurbana, but there is a marked difference between mere participation and ‘active’ participation. Active participation in Holy Qurbana involves both
internal and external participation as well as the unity of mind and soul in Christ.
When Holy Qurbana is celebrated with true repentance, real thankfulness and
dedication, it becomes a life changing experience.
The participation should primarily be interior, being in union with Christ
represented by the priest. One’s heart and mind should be awake, alert and fully
engaged during the Qurbana. The mass is celebrated as a memorial of our redemption from sins through
Christ’ death on the cross. During the celebration we encounter God who comes to us in His Word, feeds us
with bread from heaven, and quenches our thirst with His blood. We have to internally associate our hearts
with the holy feelings which are contained in the words of the priest and we are to pay close attention to everything that is happening at the altar.
The external participation means exterior actions such as saying things and doing things during the
Qurbana. It includes conscious participation in the ceremonial gestures and sacred signs along with praying
and singing during the mass. By following the Qurbana book with the priest and by paying attention to the details and the words, we are raising our hearts and minds to the Lord. For example, everyone can sing songs,
but only those who have developed an inner spiritual sense can pray the songs. When we prayerfully sing
the songs at mass, our singing becomes an act of true worship while our faith gets nourished.
In conclusion, participation in Holy Qurbana involves our conscious presence and real dedication in
union with the whole assembly. When we actively participate in the Holy Qurbana wholeheartedly with true
faith in God, it becomes a life changing experience. This in turn enables us to receive all the graces and
blessings that the Lord desires to shower on us.
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ST. ALPHONSA CHILDRENS CHOIR

ST. ALPHONSA TEEN CHOIR

St. Alphonsa Guadalupe
Pilgrimage
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September 22-27, 2015
“It is very important to reaffirm the family, which remains the essential cell of society.”
Pope Francis on World Youth Day, Address to the Bishops of Brazil, July 2013
Since its inception by Saint John Paul II in 1994, the World Meeting of Families has strengthened the
sacred bond within the family across the globe. Held every three years and sponsored by the Holy See’s
Pontifical Council for the Family, the World Meeting of Families is the world’s largest Catholic gathering
of families. Each World Meeting of Families has a theme that energizes and enlivens the event while
adding great depth of meaning to our understanding of family. The theme of the World Meeting of Families - Philadelphia 2015 - is “Love Is Our Mission: The Family Fully Alive,” emphasizing the impact of love and life of families on our society.
The glory of men and women consists in their capacity to love as God loves—and no better means exists to teach the meaning of love than the family. His Holiness, Pope Francis also explained the theme.
He embodies the message of mercy, joy and love at the heart of the Gospel.
More than 10,000 delegates from 150 nations are expected to attend the Congress, which will be held at
the Pennsylvania Convention Center from Tuesday, September 22 to Friday, September 25, 2015.
The Congress will be followed by a visit from Pope Francis to Philadelphia from September 26 to 27,
2015 which is expected to draw upwards of two million visitors to the city.

The Pontifical Council for the Family

The Pontifical Council for the Family, a Vatican congregation, is responsible for promoting and advising
the World Meeting of Families held every three years since 1994.
The Council’s purpose is to assist the Holy Father in supporting marriage and family in areas ranging
from marriage preparation to child and family rights. Established by St. Pope John Paul II in May 1981,
it is one of 24 congregations and councils that assist the Pope in his worldwide ministries.
Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia is the current president of the Council. The Presidential Committee is comprised of 18 cardinals, 7 archbishops and 20 married couples. Learn more at www.familia.va

Past WMOF Locations

1994: Rome, Italy | 1997: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | 2000: Rome, Italy | 2003: Manila, Philippines | 2006:
Valencia, Spain | 2009: Mexico City, Mexico | 2012: Milan, Italy
Mark your family calendar for the 8th World Meeting of Families! September 22-27, 2015. Families can
look forward to speakers, celebrations, activities for kids, and prayer, all of which will bring about renewal and transformation for you, your loved ones, and the world.
Visit the official World Meeting of Families website at: WorldMeeting2015.org to learn more and to sign
up for regular updates on how you can participate.
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2014 MOTHERS DAY CELEBRATION

2014 TEEN RETREAT

2014 ALL SAINTS DAY

BUILDING COMMITTEE
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ST. ALPHONSA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

ST. ALPHONSA MARIAN MINISTRY
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We will beat any ONLINE or QUOTED FARES on
CRUISES, VACATION PACKAGES, TOURS, ALL INCLUSIVE RESORTS, HOTELS ,
DESTINATION WEDDINGS and HONEYMOONS

SOJAN VARGHESE

770-595-3462
sales@mypassporttravel.com
www.mypassporttravel.com

jacobjmjm@gmail.com
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Get a quote today from:

Sunny Abraham
abrahs3@nationwide.com

Life. Business.

Buying or Selling single family homes, Commercial real estate, New construction, Condos and Multifamily Buildings.
Hundreds of satisfied clients. 18 years of Real Estate experience.
My goal is to exceed your Expectations.

www.atlreohome.com
Email: atlhomesales@gmail.com
For all your real estate needs call : 678-984-5576
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