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DAILY MASS Schedule
Sunday

09:00 AM : Holy Mass in Malayalam
10:30 AM : CCD
11:45 AM : Holy Mass in English

Monday

6:30 PM : Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by
Holy Mass (Malayalam).

Tuesday

6:30 PM: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by
Holy Mass (English), and Novena of St. Anthony.

Wednesday

6:30 PM: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by
Holy Mass (Malayalam).

Thursday

6:30 PM: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by
Holy Mass (Malayalam) and Novena of St. Jude.

Friday

6:30 PM: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by
Holy Mass (Malayalam),
(First Fridays - 9:30 AM: Holy Mass, followed by exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, Adoration continues until 7:00 PM) .

Saturday

9:30 AM: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and followed by Holy
Mass (English), and Novena of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

April 01, Friday
First Friday

9:30 AM - Holy Mass and followed by
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
7:00 PM - Holy Mass

April 03, Sunday
9:30 AM - CCD
Divine Mercy Sunday 10:45 AM - Holy Mass and
Divine Mercy

April 23, Saturday

Teachers Appreciation Lunch

April 24, Sunday
Feast of St. George

9:30 AM - CCD
10:45 AM - Holy Mass

Youth Events
April 01, Friday

Lock-In @ Stars and Strikes

April 09, Saturday

Dodge ball Tournament

Please spread the words and circulate this among our members
Use amazon smile for online shopping and
support St. Alphonsa Church
Amazon will give back a percentage to our church

St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church
is registered as a charitable organization on
AmazonSmile program. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
AmazonSmile purchases to St. Alphonsa
Amazon is one of the most widely used websites in the world. Customers can now elect to donate 0.5% of their
purchase to the charity of their choice. This is all made possible by shopping on smile.amazon.com. If you already shop
on Amazon, or if you’re looking for the perfect gift for a loved one, we invite you to shop at smile.amazon.com and
choose our church as your charity of choice.
Follow below steps to use Amazon Smile and support the church.
1. Visit smile.amazon.com.
The entire shopping experience is the same and all the products available on amazon.com are available at Amazon
Smile.
2. Sign in and Choose Your Charity
Type in St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church in the Search area

Select Location: Loganville, GA

3. When you search you will be given a list of possible matches.
Make sure you select St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church, Loganville, GA and proceed shopping.

Pastor's Message

New Life in the Risen
Lord,to be Lived Daily
"Why do you seek the living one among the dead?
He is not here, but he has been raised” (Lk 24:5-6)
My Dear Brothers, Sisters and
Children,

We have been empowered by the
Holy Spirit during our Lenten retreat and
many of you saw with your eyes the power
of the living God working among us and
leading us to deeper faith in the Risen
Lord. Through the resurrection of Jesus
darkness is turned into light, sin and death
are defeated, the suffering find healing
and comfort, the world finds joy, hope,
love and forgiveness in His words. I wish
you all a Happy Easter. Christ is Risen
and indeed He is Risen!
The Catechism of the Catholic
Church explains: 651 “If Christ has not
been raised, then our preaching is in vain
and your faith is in vain.” The Resurrection
above all constitutes the confirmation of all
Christ’s works and teachings. We are
commissioned to proclaim the message of
the Risen Lord in our daily life. New life in
Christ signifies a new beginning and a
radical and total departure from our past.
All those who met the Risen Lord, were
filled with a new hope, courage and
strength to face the future. Think for instance of the disciples. They all ran away
when Jesus was arrested. Peter, was so
afraid that he denied that he ever knew
Jesus. However, after the Resurrection
they were filled with new hope and new
strength, and began to publicly proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and profess
without fear that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Their meeting with the Risen Christ
brought some deep and profound changes
in their lives. If we believe that Jesus
Christ is Lord, and that he has triumphed
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over sin, evil and death, then we should
face the future with hope.
As Easter people, we are called to
live a life of hope which is filled with positive optimism about ourselves, our world
and our future. This does not mean that all
our problems and challenges will disappear, it means that we can no longer run
away from our problems or allow them to
wear us down, because we can hold on to
the Risen Lord, to give us the courage to
soar above the challenges of life. Our lives
need to become the salt and light to
the whole world.
Some practical ways of living the new
life in Christ:
In the jubilee year of mercy, we need to
remove the wooden beam from our eyes
first; to see clearly and to remove the
splinter in our bother's eye. (Lk 6:42). Examine our own flaws and take necessary
steps to correct it.
The Risen Lord is asking us to love our
enemies and to do good to those who hate
us.(Lk6;27) . Take initiative to talk to the
person who has differences or problems
with you.
Be a tree that produces good fruits; "The
good man out of the good treasure of his
heart produces good, and the evil man out
of his evil treasure produces evil; for out of
the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks" (Lk 6:45). Always see the goodness of others and speak well of them.
Stop judging and be compassionate to
others.
Have a conviction about the presence of
the risen Lord in our neighbors, and in all
those with whom we come into contact.
This belief should encourage us to respect
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them, and to render loving, humble and
selfless service to them.
We may even have to die to our
own dreams, so that God can do what He
wants to do with our lives. Resurrection is
about seeing our world in a new way. So
let us accept the grace of Christ’s Resurrection. Let us be renewed by God’s mercy and love. Let us enable the power of
his love to transform our lives and become
agents and channels of His mercy.
"Let the risen Jesus enter your
life, welcome him as a friend, with trust: he
is life! If up till now you have kept him at a
distance, step forward. He will receive you
with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a risk: you won’t be disappointed.
If following him seems difficult, don’t be
afraid, trust him, be confident that he is
close to you, he is with you and he will
give you the peace you are looking for and
the strength to live as he would have you
do".(Pope Francis)
May the Risen Lord embrace you with His
Love, Joy, Peace and Forgiveness.
Christ is Risen! Indeed he is Risen!
I wish you all Happy
and Hope filled Easter.

Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam,
MSFS
ST. ALPHONSA CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Plenary Indulgences in the Year of Mercy
During this season of Great Fast and Prayer, we are called to renew ourselves through various acts of
charity and spiritual practice. Among them primary importance is given to the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and Holy Eucharist. Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has opened the Jubilee Door at St.
Peter's Basilica, Rome and invited all Bishops of the Church to do the same in their Cathedrals and other
Churches . This is to encourage pilgrimage to these Churches and thereby to gain partial and plenary indulgences during this Great Jubilee Year of Mercy.
In this connection I would like to declare a few of our Churches as pilgrim centers for this Jubilee Year of
Mercy. Since our diocese is far and wide, I would like to promote this pilgrimage by declaring several of

our parishes as pilgrim centers. The following nine (9) parishes are the pilgrim centers in our diocese to
be visited during this Great Jubilee Year of Mercy to gain the indulgences:

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro-Malabar Cathedral, Bellwood, IL
St.Mary's Knanaya Catholic Church, Morton Grove, IL
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Bronx, NY
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Philadelphia, PA
St.Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Santa Ana,CA
St. Mary's Knanaya Forane Catholic Church, Houston, TX
St.Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Dallas, TX
Sacred Heart Knanaya Forane Catholic Church, Tampa, FL
St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, Atlanta, GA

Conditions for receiving plenary indulgences in the Year of Mercy
1. Pilgrimage through the Holy Door of Mercy
2.
3.
4.
5. Pray the Profession of Faith (Creed)
6.

Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath.

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
ENTER THROUGH
THE HOLY DOOR OF

ST. ALPHONSA
SYRO-MALABAR CATHOLC CHURCH
AND RECEIVE

PLENARY INDULGENCES
IN THE

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
THROUGH NOVEMBER 20, 2016
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The beginning of the Jubilee Year is always solemnly marked by the opening of a Holy Door by the Pope in
St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican. However, for this Jubilee year of Mercy, Pope Francis also wanted “Door of
Mercy” in each diocese so that everyone throughout the world will have the opportunity to make a pilgrimage
to their local Holy Door during the Jubilee year. In the encyclical, “The face of Mercy”, the pope said “At the
discretion of the local ordinary, a holy door may be opened at any shrine frequented by large groups of pilgrims, since visits to these holy sites are so often grace-filled moments, as people discover a path to conversion. Every church, therefore, will be directly involved in living out this Holy Year as an extraordinary moment
of grace and spiritual renewal.” Our Bishop, Mar Jacob Angadiath has declared St. Alphonsa Church as a pilgrimage place and the “Holy Door” was opened on March 6th by the vicar, Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam.
Pilgrims and penitents pass through a Holy Door as a gesture of leaving the past behind and crossing the
threshold from sin to grace, from slavery to freedom, and from darkness to light. The holy door only finds
meaning when the faithful associate the door with Christ Jesus. Jesus is the Door. Jesus said “No one comes
to the Father except through me”. (John 14:6) In the words of Pope Francis “There is only one way that opens
wide the entrance into the life of communion with God: this is Jesus, the one and absolute way to Salvation.
To him alone can the words of the Psalmist be applied in full truth: ‘This is the door of the Lord where the just
may enter’ (Psalm 118:20)”
Pope Francis has announced an opportunity for Catholics to obtain a plenary indulgence during the Year of
Mercy by passing through a designated Holy Door during the Year of Mercy or performing one of the corporal
or spiritual works of mercy and fulfilling the usual conditions of having the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin, receiving sacramental Confession and the Holy Eucharist, and praying for the intentions of
the Holy Father.

A plenary indulgence removes all of what is called “temporal punishment” due to sins that have already been
forgiven. “Temporal punishment” is the natural consequence of sin, the necessary purification following
forgiveness of sin.

Few Suggestions for Participating the Year of Mercy
Pray the Year of Mercy prayer daily
This is the prayer given by the Pope and an easy way to participate in the year of mercy and join with the faithful around the
world.
Include the Divine Mercy chaplet in the family prayer
This is the best and simple prayer to seek God’s mercy on our family and ourselves.
Go to Confession
Experience God’s mercy ourselves and extend the same to others– “Be Merciful like the Father”
Forgive
Do you have difficulty to forgive someone, pray for that person and share God’s mercy with that person.
Pick one corporal and one spiritual works of Mercy each month
take one of each and practice them instead of trying to do all at once
Make a pilgrimage
Find a spiritual site near you and spend some time there in prayer with your family.
Complied by Mr. Joby Kuriakose

Lenten Retreat 2016

Why is Divine Mercy
So Important?
By Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, MIC (Dec 7, 2006)
The Lord makes clear in Scripture that when He returns He's not
going to deal with sin, because He's done that once and for all.
When He comes again, it's "to bring salvation to those who eagerly await Him" (Heb 9:28). So when people ask me why is the
message of Divine Mercy important for the world today, the answer is simple: Through the message of Divine Mercy, our Lord
is preparing us for His final coming. He told the great prophet of
Divine Mercy, St. Maria Faustina, in one of a series of revelations
in the 1930s: "Mankind will not have peace until it turns with
trust to My Mercy" (Diary of St. Faustina, 300).
Helena Kowalska, known today throughout the world as St. Maria
Faustina (1905-38), was designated by Our Lord Himself as the
"Secretary" and "Apostle" of His Mercy. The Lord told her: "You
will prepare the world for My final coming" (Diary, 429). The
mission the Lord gave her was not only to remind the world of the
great mercy of God as revealed in Sacred Scripture, but also to
teach us new forms of devotion to The Divine Mercy and to initiate a movement of apostles of The Divine Mercy who show a
childlike trust in God and love of neighbor.
Private revelation
Still, some people pay no heed to the message of Divine Mercy
because it comes by way of a "private revelation." But it's important to remember what St. Paul said. He said the Church is
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (see Eph
2:19-22). Then St. Augustine and St. Thomas after him identify
the prophets of the Church as the people who receive private
revelations. But why does God resort to private revelations? Father Karl Rahner, SJ, the great German theologian writing about
private revelations, said that all the mysteries of the Church, taken together, can not be emphasized all at once — and to the

same degree. So from time to time, he says, the Holy Spirit puts
a spotlight on a particular mystery that the Church and the world
need to pay special attention to at a given time.
Message tailored to our times
The revelations of The Divine Mercy are particularly tailored to
our times. It is quite evident that Pope John Paul II took these
revelations very seriously. In 1981 he wrote an entire encyclical
dedicated to The Divine Mercy entitled Dives in Misericordia
(Rich in Mercy), illustrating that the heart of the mission of Jesus
Christ was to reveal the merciful love of the Father. In 1993 he
beatified Sr. Faustina. In 1997 he visited Blessed Faustina's tomb
in Lagiewniki, Poland, and proclaimed: "There is nothing that
man needs more than Divine Mercy. ... From here went out the
message of Mercy that Christ Himself chose to pass on to our
generation through Blessed Faustina." In 2000 he canonized St.
Faustina, the first canonized saint of the new millennium, and on
that same day he also established "Divine Mercy Sunday" as a
special title for the Octave Sunday of Easter for the universal
Church.
In his homily on Mercy Sunday in 2001, Pope John Paul II called
the mercy message given to St. Faustina "The appropriate and
incisive answer that God wanted to offer to the questions and
expectations of human beings in our time, marked by terrible
tragedies. ... Divine Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the Church
receives from the risen Christ and offers to humanity at the dawn
of the third millennium." In Lagiewniki, Poland in 2002, at the consecration of the new Shrine of The Divine Mercy, the Pope referred to a passage in the Diary in which the saint recorded: "As I
was praying for Poland, I heard these words: I bear a special love
for Poland, and if she will be obedient to My will, I will exalt her in
might and holiness. From her will comes forth the spark that will
prepare the world for My final coming" (Diary, 1732).

The Holy Father said: "Today, therefore, in this Shrine, I
wish solemnly to entrust the world to The Divine Mercy.
I do so with the burning desire that the message of God's
merciful love, proclaimed here through St. Faustina, may
be made known to all the peoples of the earth and fill
their hearts with hope. May this message radiate from this
place to our beloved homeland and throughout the
world" (the emphasis is the Holy Father's).
Then, with direct allusion to Our Lord's statement to St.
Faustina, and quoting the last part of it, the Holy Father
declared: "May the binding promise [writer's emphasis]
of the Lord Jesus be fulfilled: From here there must go
forth 'the spark which will prepare the world for His final
coming' (Diary, 1732). This spark needs to be lighted by
the grace of God. This fire of mercy needs to be passed
on to the world. In the mercy of God; the world will find
peace and mankind will find happiness! [Holy Father's
emphasis].
The Pope calls this a "binding promise." That's a startling
phrase. Some people just gloss right over it. But the Pope
took the word of the Lord seriously, and he calls it a
"binding promise."
Prophetic revelations
Why did Pope John Paul II so strongly recommend that
we pay heed to the Divine Mercy message and devotion
given to the world through St. Faustina? Clearly, he did
so because he saw it as more than just a collection of

"private revelations"; rather, he saw them as prophetic
revelations. In other words, revelations given to us by
God to proclaim the heart of the Gospel in a way especially suited to meet the needs of our era.
Now, 101 years have gone by since our dear saint's birth
on Aug. 25, 1905. And on Oct. 5, 69 years will have
passed since her departure to take the place destined for
her, close to God. However, we who wish to stand ready
and "eagerly await Him" should not forget her promise to
us: "Poor earth, I will not forget you," she wrote.
"Although I feel that I will be immediately drowned in
God as in an ocean of happiness, that will not be an obstacle to my returning to earth to encourage souls and incite them to trust in God's mercy. Indeed, this immersion
in God will give me the possibility to boundless action" (Diary, 1582).
May our going ever deeper into St. Faustina's life and
writings, and our counting on her promised help, bring
about what our Lord so much desires from us and needs
from us to be able to fulfill His divine will in us: boundless trust in Him who is the unfailing Divine Mercy in
Person.
Father Seraphim Michalenko, MIC, served as vicepostulator for North America in St. Maria Faustina's
canonization
(Reprinted from thedevinemercy.org)

Sponsors of St. Alphonsa Fundraising Raffle tickets

Please call

770-513-4142
678-462-9953 (cell)

Any size event, Reasonable rates, Exceptional quality

Live Sound
Lights & Projection
Music Production
Recording Studio

MICHAEL
(Sunny)
Jogy K Jose
317-457-3748
jogykjose@yahoo.com

WE FIX
WHAT OTHERS CAN’T

Visit: http://bejoytaxservices.com

Contact

MICHAEL
(Sunny)
770-513-4142, 678-462-9953 (cell)

IATA/ARC Approved Travel Consolidator
Serving from Atlanta Since 1985
750 Jimmy Carter Blvd, Suite #202
Norcross, GA 30092

Phone: 770-449-7272
sales@airtravel.us
24 Hour Travel Helpline: 404-837-1206

Mathew J Panackal BHMS
(From Govt. Homeopathic Medical College,
Calicut, Kerala)

For Consultation : 678-920-8795

We will beat any Online / Advertised fares
on Vacation Packages, Cruises
Tours, Honeymoons, All Inclusive
Resorts & Hotels

www.mypassporttravel.com,
sales@mypassporttravel.com
770-595-3462

“Then the Creator of
all gave me His command, and my Creator
choose the spot for my
tent” Sirach 24:8

Cumming, GA
Lawrenceville, GA

Buying or selling

Jacob Abraham
Realtor

Visit our website www.ltcpallc.com for FREE 2015 TAX saving
information
…….more than just taxes

248-943-8777
770-475-1130

jacobjmjm@gmail.com

