
 



 

Advent* 
Confession 
Schedule 

 
DEC 01 SAT 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

DEC 02  SUN 08:00 AM to 09:00AM  

DEC 07 FRI 10:30 AM to 07:00 PM  

DEC 08 SAT 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM  

DEC 09 SUN 11:30 AM  to 12:30 PM 

DEC 15 SAT 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

DEC 17 
 
 

MON 
TO  

 *Priest will be available for confession 
any other time by appointment.  
Call the pastor at 847-217-8613 

DEC 02 SUN Feast of St. Francis Xavier 
09:30 AM Holy Mass | 11:00 AM CCD 

DEC 07 FRI First Friday 
09:30 AM Holy Mass and Adoration of the Blessed  Sacra-
ment 
07:00 PM Holy Mass and Adoration of the Blessed  Sacra-
ment for Children 

DEC 08 SAT The Feast of the Immaculate Consumption of Our Lady 
Marian Ministry Gathering 
09:00 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and  
Holy Mass 
12:00 Noon - 01:00 PM The Hour of Grace for the World 

DEC 09 SUN 09:30 AM Holy Mass (Only one Mass) 
11:00 AM CCD Test  

DEC 12 WED Feast of  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
06:30 PM adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Holy 
Mass  

DEC 15 SAT 09:00 AM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Holy 
Mass 
05:30 PM   Christmas Celebrations and Dinner  

DEC 16 SUN 09:30 AM Holy Mass  | 11:00 AM CCD  

DEC 22 SAT Youth Gathering/ Christmas Party/ White Elephant – 
Youth Event  

DEC 23 SUN 09:30 AM Sunday Holy Mass 

DEC 24 MON 09:30 PM Christmas Vigil Mass  

DEC 25 TUE 09:30 AM The Nativity of our Lord  

DEC 26  TUE 06:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and   Holy 
Mass (St. Stephen)  

DEC 30 SUN 09:30AM Holy Mass (Feast of the Holy Family)  

DEC 31 MON 09:30 PM Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and New 

Year vigil Mass 

JAN 01 SUN 09:30 AM Holy Mass (New year day)  

DEC 17 MONDAY to DEC 20 THURSDAY  
(Before and After the 7:00 PM Holy Mass) 



 

A time to embrace the A Time to Embrace the Gift of  

PEACE 

The commercial world is agog with activities in prepa-

ration of the Christmas season. Christmas trees, Santa 

Claus, candy cane, reindeer, colorful lighting and gifts 

of every hue and taste are beckoning the avid shopper 

with sale signs. People go into a frenzy shopping for 

gifts for kids, family, friends and coworkers. Then there 

is the endless barrage of parties. At the end of purchas-

es and parties, you feel like a bombed out city. You feel 

empty and stressed out in mind and body. Your purse is 

empty and you are beaten down physically and mental-

ly. Yes, we are humans and we need to express our joy 

in the occasion in parties, visits and gift- giving. But 

many of us tend to marginalize the true reason behind 

the season, the Incarnation of the Son of God. “For a 

child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder 

dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, 

God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:5) 

So, Advent is a time to remember, meditate and truly 

live and experience the ineffable love and compassion 

of the Creator for the fallen nature of man. Then and 

only then we will be able to experience and enjoy the 

peace and joy intrinsic to the season of Christmas. We 

need to pause and reflect on the meaning of the mys-

tery of the Incarnation.  

 

At the time of Jesus’ birth, there were two kinds of peo-

ple: the pundits and the priests who should have known 

about the coming of the Messiah from the prophets, 

and the shepherds, the simple folks who had no 

knowledge of the prophesy. Isaiah had foretold the vir-

gin birth of the Savior. “Therefore the lord himself will 

give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and about 

to bear a son shall name him Emmanuel.” (Is. 7:14) The 

proud pundits and priests were not willing to accept a 

Messiah born homeless and powerless.  They envi-

sioned the Messiah to be a mighty warrior who would 

free the Jewish nation from the Roman tyranny. In their 

pride they could not imagine that the Messiah would be 

born in a barn or that God’s salvation would be accom-

plished on a cross.  On the contrary the simple folks, 

the shepherds, wholeheartedly believed in the joyful 

announcement of the angels in the quiet of the night, 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good  



 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. For to-

day in the city of David a savior has been born for you 

who is Messiah and Lord.” (Lk. 2:9-11) Their simplicity 

and openness led them to the Savior born in a manger. 

“Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see 

God.” (Mt. 5:8) 

 

It’s important to remember that Christmas is about the 

gift of peace. "And suddenly there was a multitude of 

the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and say-

ing: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 

those on whom his favor rests." (Lu. 2:13-14) The One 

whom God sent to restore peace to people everywhere 

is the Prince of Peace, Jesus. He is the ruler of the 

Kingdom of Peace! For He is known from ages of old 

as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God…, Prince of 

Peace! ( Is 9:5) 

 

Christmas is the perfect opportunity for us to celebrate 

the peace of Christ with our family and friends and to 

create memories that will last forever. Peace is God’s 

perfect gift to us. The amazing thing is that not only are 

we able to receive this gift, but we are able to share it 

with others at Christmas and indeed every day of the 

year. Christmas is the opportunity for us to be presents 

of peace to others. It is a time that God gives us annu-

ally to touch the hearts and lives of our loved ones with 

the peace that God gives to us and to let go off any hurt 

feelings we may have towards someone.   For the Lord 

asks you and me to be His instruments to mend the 

broken-hearted, to bring peace to the troubled and the 

embarrassed and to give guidance to the confused. 

"Let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace 

into which you were also called in one body." (Col 3:15)  

Few practical suggestions to enjoy Peace in this Christ-

mas Season 

1. Make sure to enjoy moments of silence and meditate 

upon God’s gifts of salvation and His holy Word. Learn 

to look for Him in the stillness of the heart, and antici-

pate His glory in the most unexpected places. 

2. Be prepared to be called to repentance and change 

of heart to welcome the Savior into our lives by recon-

ciling with others and forgiving them. “A voice of the 

one crying out in the desert, ‘prepare the way of the 

Lord, make straight his path’.” (Mt 3:3)   

3. Spend more time in prayerful reflection with God 

identifying the things that stand in the way of your total 

surrender to Him. 

4. "You must put them all away: anger, fury, malice, 

slander, and obscene language out of your mouths. 

Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the 

old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the image of 

its creator." (Col 3:8-10) Do an honest examination of 

conscience followed by a sincere reception of the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation. 

 

When true Peace comes and finds a home within you, 

you do not hurt anymore, you do not harm, or injure 

another person. It is then that we begin to work for love, 

justice and righteousness. May this Christmas be a 

time for you to embrace this gift of peace to set you free 

from all that holds you back from your family and 

friends with a pure and open heart. 

 

May Christ be born in your heart. I wish you all a 

Joyful Advent Season and a  

Merry Christmas.        

Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam, MSFS  

Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Palestine 

http://www.esvbible.org/Luke+2.13-14


 

 
12:00PM to 1:00PM 

THE HOUR OF GRACE FOR THE WORLD 

December 08, 2018 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM (After the 9:00 AM Mass ) 

LADIES GET TOGETHER 

Food 
Bible Quiz* 
Fun games 
And Prizes 

*For the Bible Quiz read the gospel of Mathew 

at St. Alphonsa 



 

 

 

 



 



 


